THE LINGUISTIC PROBLEM                  l6j

and (2) using Hindustani as the common language
for the whole country.

To understand the position of the mother
tongue in the present system of education, it is
necessary to make a historical survey of the
problem.

It is only against a proper background that a
correct estimate can be made of the recommen-
dations of the Zakir Hussain Committee.

It has already been referred to in Chapter I
how the Minute of Lord
MotSr Ton^T ^acaulay set at test the
Anglo-Oriental controversy
by putting its weight definitely on the side of the
education of the Indians through the medium of
English. He was supported by Lord William
Bentinck who declared that the great object of
the British Government ought to be the promotion
of European literature and science among the
natives of India and that all the funds appropriated
for the purpose of education would be best em-
ployed on English education.1 This was a mo-
mentous decision for Indian education. The
encouragement given to oriental, learning was
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